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First Sunday after Christmas

December 28, 2008

Service: 11:00 a.m. Divine Service

Lutheran Service Book (lsb), page 184
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the Lutheran Student Fellowship at Stanford University
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1295 Middlefield Road, Palo Alto, CA  94301-3347
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www.paword.com
The Word Was Made Flesh
Let the people offer prayer upon entering their pews, kneeling or bowing down.

In the Lord’s Name we greet you, praying that the Holy Spirit would bless your hearing of God’s Word with a lively trust in Him who died and rose for you, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Use the time prior to the service for silent preparation for worship.

· Visitors, consider prayerfully Trinity’s Confession of the Lord’s Supper on the pink bulletin insert.

· See front inside cover of LSB for prayers before and after the service, and before and after receiving the Sacrament.

· For self-examination before the service, consider the Christian Questions, pages 329, 330 in LSB.

· Prepare for the Liturgy by marking the pages and the hymns, reviewing the order of Service, and praying the Collect for the Day.

Please leave a record of your visit either in our guest book near the main door or on the guest side of the pink slip in your service folder.

Service Notes

First Sunday after Christmas. A Rod has come forth from the stem of Jesse (Isaiah 11:1–5), the Seed of David whose kingdom shall be established forever (2 Samuel 7:1–16). In the fullness of time, God sent forth His Son Jesus to redeem us from the judgment of the Law (Galatians 4:1–7). Now He is presented in the temple in fulfillment of the Law and revealed to be “a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of the people of Israel” (Luke 2:22–40). Christ has enlightened us in baptism, giving us to be adopted as sons of God and heirs of eternal life. Receiving the holy Sacrament of His body and blood, we are prepared to depart this world in peace, for our eyes have seen the salvation of God in Him.
White, symbolizing purity, eternity, celebration and joy, is the color for the season of Christmas.

Language of the Faith

Nunc Dimittis is the New Testament song of Simeon chanted at the presentation of Jesus in the Temple. Its Latin title means “Now You dismiss” and is taken from the first line of the canticle. It is sung as one of the canticles in Vespers and as a Post-Communion canticle in the Divine Service.

The Rite of Holy Baptism

LSB, page 268

Baptismal Hymn


The Church rejoices as the Lord re-creates through baptism, His means of water and Word for life and salvation.

LSB 592, “Dearest Jesus, We Are Here”

The Baptisms of 

Walter Jamison Standifer &
Autumn Victoria Weikal

Divine Service, Setting Three

LSB, page 186
Service of the Word

Introit, Psalm 93

Though our Lord has “recently” been incarnate, He has been our King forever. His rule is secure and Word is reliable.

Your decrees are very trustworthy; holiness befits Your house, O Lord, forevermore. Your throne is established from of old; You are from everlasting. The Lord reigns, He is robed in majesty; The Lord is robed; He has put on strength as His belt. Yes, the world is established; it shall never be moved. The floods have lifted up, O LORD, the floods lift up their voice; the floods lift up their roaring. Mightier than the thunders of many waters, mightier than the mighty waves of the sea, the Lord on high is mighty!

Kyrie
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Gloria in Excelsis 
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Salutation & Collect 
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We pray that we remain guided by our union with Christ so that we will produce good fruit.

Almighty eternal God, we heartily implore You, grant that we may know and praise Your dear Son as did Simeon, who took Him up in his arms and faithfully knew and confessed Him; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Old Testament Reading, Isaiah 11:1-5

The Holy Spirit will endow the Messiah—from David’s dynasty—with wisdom and the power to undertake wise purposes and to accomplish them.

1There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 2And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon Him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 3And His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD.

He shall not judge by what His eyes see, or decide disputes by what His ears hear, 4but with righteousness He shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; and He shall strike the earth with the rod of His mouth, and with the breath of His lips He shall kill the wicked.

5Righteousness shall be the belt of His waist, and faithfulness the belt of His loins.

The Gradual, Psalm 45

Our celebration of Christmas testifies to the Lord—He is true man and true God—throughout the generations.

You are the most handsome of the sons of men; grace is poured upon Your lips. I address my verses to the King; my tongue is like the pen of a ready scribe.
Epistle, Galatians 4:1-7

God takes into His family as full sons and heirs all who believe in Christ. The Spirit moves us to call God Father.

1I mean that the heir, as long as he is a child, is no different from a slave, though he is the owner of everything, 2but he is under guardians and managers until the date set by his father.

3In the same way we also, when we were children, were enslaved to the elementary principles of the world. 4But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of woman, born under the law, 5to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 6And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God. 

Alleluia & Verse, Psalm 93
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Though an “infant” our Lord’s reign is secure and endures by His might.

The Lord reigns, He is robed in majesty; the Lord is robed, He has put on strength as His belt.

Holy Gospel, Luke 2:22-40


Simeon confesses that Jesus raises up those who believe in Him but that that He is a stumbling block for disbelievers; Anna confesses Jesus is the Redemption of God’s chosen people.

22And when the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, they brought Him up to Jerusalem to present Him to the Lord 23(as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) 24and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.”

25Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ.

27And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for Him according to the custom of the Law, 28he took Him up in his arms and blessed God and said, 29“Lord, now You are letting Your servant depart in peace, according to Your word; 30for my eyes have seen Your salvation 31that You have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 32a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to Your people Israel.”33And His father and His mother marveled at what was said about Him.

34And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary His mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 35(and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.”

36And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years from when she was a virgin, 37and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She did not depart from the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. 38And coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak of Him to all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem.

39And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon Him. 





(ESV)

Nicene Creed
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Hymn of the Day

All who hear are called to worship the Christ.

LSB 367, “Angels From the Realms of Glory”

The Sermon

Offertory
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Offering

The Prayer of the Church

P
We pray

C
hear us, Everlasting Father

Service of the Sacrament

Preface
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The Proper Preface for Christmas


The Church now beholds the full expression of God’s love, and we are drawn to the love of those things seen by faith.

For in the mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a new revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may know and love those things which are not seen.

Sanctus
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Lord’s Prayer
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Words of Our Lord
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Pax Domini
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Agnus Dei
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Distribution
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Distribution Hymns


Then He came lowly, majesty hidden, but His work has proved who He is. Worship the Lord who offered Himself for all mankind.

LSB 370, “What Child is This”
LSB 374, “Gentle Mary Laid her Child”

Nunc Dimittis
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Thanksgiving
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Salutation & Benedicamus
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Benediction
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Pastor: The Rev. Stewart D. Crown

Vicar: Mr. David Solum

Deacon: Mr. Donn Parker

Organist: Ms. Marilyn Taddey

Choir Director: Ms. Sally Winterstein

Choir Accompanist: Dr. Steve Winterstein

About the cover

Jesus is presented in the Temple in observance of the Law. From Hausspostilla vber die Sontags vnd der furnemesten Feste Euangelien, durch das gantze Jar of Dr. Martin Luther.

http://www.pitts.emory.edu/woodcuts/1558LuthD/00015369.pdf
God’s Stewards. To tithe or not to tithe? A wise person always places the necessary items in his budget first. Regular and proportionate giving helps us to remember God’s priority over His property. Giving a tithe or any percentage does not imply that the other percentage is ours. On the other hand, a tithe or certain percentage reminds us that everything belongs to the Lord. The New Testament offers no binding law as to how much a Christian offers for the sake of the Church, caring for her members and the proclamation of the Gospel. Setting aside as God has enabled us (I Corinthians 16:2); we see how a part sanctifies the whole. Even as we set aside the time for hearing the Word to be reminded that all time belongs to Him, thus a reserved part of our temporal goods, dedicated to God’s particular purposes, enables us to see life in terms of managing what God has loaned to us.

Missions. Good news from Andrea Herman in Guinea. “I have been staying in Narena, Mali, while the strikes continued in Mali. There is a young Norwegian couple on the other side of Narena, about a mile and a half away, who were asked to help a sick woman (the wife is a nurse). They went to visit the woman and her family and pray for them. When they arrived, they realized that she was deathly ill, likely in the last stages of AIDS, but they went and brought a local doctor to the woman see if anything could be done for her. The woman died the next day and the couple attended the funeral. The impact of the missionaries’ visit on the family was very profound, and the following Sunday, the brother of the woman who had passed away joined us for our time of prayer, and studying God’s Word. This was a major step for this man, since we meet outside, and he was publicly joining us in worship. There are usually two Maninka believers in Narena that join us for worship, but neither came that day. However, another Maninka man did come. Kjersti (my Norwegian friend) had prepared the Bible lesson in French, and this man didn’t understand French. So, because out of the four missionaries present, I was most comfortable speaking Maninka, I got a crash course in translating from French to Maninka that morning. It was a blessing to be able to share God’s Word with this man in his own language. Please be praying for him. I don’t know his name, but God does. Please keep him and his whole family in your prayers, that they would be drawn to the love of Jesus that they saw in this young Norwegian couple.”

Please donate. The homeless & low-income families need help getting through the cold & wet weather. Please donate items that will help (bring them to Trinity). Sleeping bags; winter jackets; hats, gloves & scarves; rain gear; gently used men’s jeans, sneakers & old towels. Always needed: non-perishable foods & grocery store gift cards. Monetary donations go to PO Box 702, Palo Alto, CA 94302 with Opportunity Center of the Midpeninsula on the memo line or send your check to www.InnVision.org/donate.html 

Hotel de Zink: During January Trinity sponsors InnVision/Urban Ministry’s shelter for those who are homeless. Hotel de Zinc houses up to 15 people every night at Trinity. Please sign up to bring the necessary Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner to feed these people during their stay with us. Travel size Toiletries are also needed.
Stewardship of the Word: Sun:(8:15) 15, (11) 92; Christmas Eve 79, Christmas Day 62,

Bible Class: (Sun) 23

2009 Offering envelopes are in the Parish Hall

The Priesthood Hears





“Let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly.”                 (Colossians 3:16)
The Second Week of Christmas: December 28 to January 3


MATINS
VESPERS
Sun
Psalm 121
Isaiah 52:13—54:10
Psalm 111
Matthew 2:13-23

mon
Psalm 27
Isaiah 55:1-13
Psalm 136:1-9
Luke 1:1-25

tue
Psalm 28
Isaiah 58:1—59:3, 14-21
Psalm 136:10-26
Luke 1:26-38
Eve of the Circumcision of Jesus
Wed
Psalm 29
Isaiah 60:1-22
Psalm 137
Luke 1:39-56
Circumcision and Name of Jesus

Thu
Psalm 30
Isaiah 61:1-11
Psalm 138
Luke 1:57-80

Fri
Psalm 31
Isaiah 62:1-12
Psalm 139:1-12
Luke 2:1-20
Sat
Psalm 32
Isaiah 63:1-14
Psalm 139:13-24
Luke 2:21-40

Announcements
December 28, 2008
In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and through the water and Word of Holy Baptism we welcome Walter Jamison and Autumn Victoria as members of the Body of Christ.

Walter Jamison Standifer was born August 4, 2008 at Stanford.  He was welcomed by his big sister, Ingrid, who will turn 5 at the end of January; his mom, Signe; and dad, Eugene.  (Ingrid was born in Berkeley, so we hope this doesn't start any sibling rivalry!)  Walter's Sponsor, Jackson Schroeder, is Signe's cousin and is here today from Battle Creek, Nebraska.  Jackson is also Ingrid's Sponsor.  Also here to celebrate Walter's baptism are Signe's parents, William and Barbara Holmbeck, who are visiting from Burnsville, Minnesota. A blessed Christmas, Signe, Eugene, Ingrid and Walter.

Autumn Victoria Weikal was born on October 21, 2008 at O’Connor Hospital in San Jose. She was welcomed by her sister Ruby and her mother Angela and father Noah. Serving as sponsors for Autumn are Shawn and Carol Leonard.

Sun
12/28
No LSF Bible Study; it will resume 1/4/09

Wed
12/31
No Bible Class; it will resume on January 7, 2009



7:00 p.m.
Vespers Service - the Eve of the Name of Jesus





Isaiah 63:7-18; I Peter 1:22-25; Luke 13-1-10

Thu
1/1/09
11:00 a.m.
The Circumcision & Name of Jesus




Genesis 17:1-14, Galatians 3:23-29, Luke 2:21

Sun
1/4
8:15 a.m.
Divine Service – The Epiphany of Our Lord




Isaiah 60:1-6; Ephesians 3:1-12; Matthew 2:1-12



11:00 a.m.
Divine Service



12:30 p.m.
Thrivent Financial Group Meeting

Stewardship figures  --  December 12/21/08


Contributions
Expenses

Deficit

Interest Income


2007

$210,999

$232,123

$(22,024)
$21,432


2008

$240,133

$253,964

$(13,831
$27,147
8

